ISSN 2240-0524 Journal of Educational and Social Research Vol. 2 (4) January 2012

Education in Islam:Contemporary Issues and Challenges

Mohsen Tousi

Pishrayan Privet Research Institute.
North Sohrevardi Boulevard, West Shahid Mirza Zainali Street, Tehran

Abstract In the words of god in Qur'an, he calls human as his best creation. He orders angels to prostrate in front of first human
creation. This shows the dignity and human's place among other creatures. This dignity is first because of the god spirit that is
given to human specially and secondly because of wisdom that only human have. In Islamic belief human is full of potential
talents and abilities that should be actualized by education and training. The main purpose of Islamic education is seeking the
truth and achieving salvation, this can be achieved by education and intellection alongside with refinements. In Islamic point of
view rational growth can take place parallel to ethical growth and these two cannot be parted.as ethics without science is idiotic,
science without ethics is stupidity. Always in our moral and religious books, science and ethics are together and religion that
shows his most interest and attention to acquisition of knowledge, says that the goal of his messenger is to show the best
morality and ethics to the world. Islamic education is a perfect comprehensive system, which looks in to all human dimensions.
In the process of Islamic education development of mind and body, worldly life and hereafter, society and individual have the
same level of important and none of them should be ignored. Intelligent and wisdom have a special place in Islamic teaching.
This importance has been said in 300 verses in Qur'an.
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Introduction

The word Education means, learning and teaching, the first meaning that comes to mind is induction of a
subject by the master to the minds of students, so the pupils could imitate it from the teacher and learn to
repeat it. But the true meaning of teaching is much deeper and significant, and if we look at it with more
accuracy we find that teaching is to make changes in student, teaching and transforming the mode of
ignorance to make them independent thinkers and give them intellectual growth.

The issue of education in Islam it is so important that in the first verses that God says to Prophet Mohammad
(peace be uponhim): " ... ewly T30 "

Read in the name of your Lord Who created. He created man from a clot. Read and your Lord is most
Honorable. Who taught (to write) with the pen. Taught man what he knew not. (alagh 1- 5)

And in another verse he says: "... Are those who know and those who do not know alike? Only the men of
understanding are mindful..." (Zomar / 9) and " Is he who was dead then We raised him to life and made for
him a light by which he walks among the people, like him whose likeness is that of one in utter darkness
whence he cannot come forth? Thus what they did was made fair seeming to the unbelievers. " (anam / 122)
" Have they not travelled in the land so that they should have hearts with which to understand, or ears with
which to hear? For surely it is not the eyes that are blind, but blind are the hearts which are in the chest."
(Hajj / 46) and Ali ebne abitaleb (peace be up on him) says: knowledge is resuscitator of soul, and Clarifies
the mind, and is fatal for ignorance and asininity. (Ghorarol Hakam, p. 54 and 68)
Upbringing means to raise, to nurture, develop and teach ethics to someone. The general meaning of
upbringing is to develop everything in good shape, and this meaning includes, plants, animals and humans
and is also used in the cultivation of body and soul.

In Islam upbringing means training the ability to convey the actuality and make balance and
coordination between them and use them in order to achieve perfection.
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In Islamic aspects first we have to understand human talents and ability and then train and educate because
the profound truth of human dimensions existence is complicated, it is difficult for humans to understand, and
on the other hand diagnosis and reason of human is surrounded by a curtain of instincts and material so he
himself is not able to complete the planning, preparing and supplying a complete law for themselves,
therefore, God Almighty has set the law and His Messengers has to train it to humans.

As Quran says:

oL By LeaS) o pddl w8 Lgosds g Leysad Leadld Lgodw Lo g geis
Lebo (—'(Shams 7/10)

And the soul and Him Who made it perfect, Then He inspired it to understand what is right and wrong for it,
He will indeed be successful who purifies it, and he will indeed fail who corrupts it.

And elsewhere says:"L>1 451 4olisin Lo 1! dobae guf Y 4 "Anddo not stretch your
eyes after that with which We have provided different classes of them, (of) the splendor of this world's life,
that We may thereby try them; and the sustenance (given) by your Lord is better and more abiding.. "

Prophet (peace be upon him): " L su il e dwis axhis &1 ololy oolin | e
o ! yws" (Bihar Alanvar, Beirut, Institute Alvfa’, c. 11, p. 348.) who does not grown and educated with the
divine education, will die with sorrow and regret of the world and the universe. "

God in the Quran considers all human knowledge and awareness beyond the human mind and intellectuality,
because Quran speaks of knowledge and sciences that people already know them.

This knowledge is not the internal findings and spontaneous knowledge, but they are education, awareness
and knowledge that come from outside of the human mind and the perception.

(Leds <Lea¥1 adT ales..)(Bagara/31)

"And He taught Adam all the names, then presented them to the angels; then He said: Tell me the names of
those if you are right."

(Ao ad L Lyl ale)(alagh/b)
"Taught man what he did not knew."
(Gl aadexylalsyl ls)(Rahman/3-4)

"Created man and taught him to speak."

Other categories of knowledge are the one that later in the life will be achieved. Clearly they are also
adventitious and should be received from outside;
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(5Lasiis eaicdl a3 Jars Lid 6sadis ¥ oLl gebs do pasdl A
5 1539 1 5) (Nahl / 78)

"And Allah has brought you forth from the wombs of your mothers-- you did not know anything-- and He gave
you hearing and sight and hearts that you may give thanks."

In this verse, he speaks of all sciences and knowledge that people gain in life (acquired knowledge). He
noted that these knowledge and the tools and equipment from outside for studying it, is also created by him.
As awareness of the Prophet David, which symbolizes knowledge Armory and is a sample of empirical and
acquired knowledge, is educated by God;

(pSwls b pShusrid pSO weid axise o Liads ;) (anbiya/80)

"And we taught him to make armor for you, that they might protect you in your wars; will you then be
grateful?"

Some other knowledge is knowledge that are Inducted to minds and hearts of prophets of God.

There are many verses that shows teaching that knowledge to Prophet David, Joseph, Jesus and
Muhammad (peace be upon them) that some of them are:

(s Lo Lo 4adey 4a8xdly Sl A 31575 &0l 5513 J53,.)( Bagara /
251)

" And David killed Jalut, and Allah gave him kingdom and wisdom, and taught him of what He pleased."
(s Y1 s s G &alads &4) &aisy &3155.)(Joseph /)

"And thus will your Lord choose you and teach you the interpretation of dreams."

(JoxSY¥ s a1 538 01 4assry olishr &ede ) 5..)(Maedeh/110)

"And when | taught you the Book and the wisdom and the Torah and the Gospel..."

(A5 (85 a) Ly Sadey aafx01 oL &de o 3357 5..)(Nesa/ 113)
"And Allah has revealed to you the Book and the wisdom, and He has taught you what you did not know,"

The relation between learning and knowledge and science it is so clear that even ignorant pagan Arabs knew
that the prophet Mohammad (peace be upon him) has to have learned what he was saying, but there
problem was from whom he was learning it. They said he was learning it from jen or another person and not
all mighty God.

(o dal bl geldein pgsl alis iadp.)(Nahl/103)

"And certainly we know that they say: Only a mortal teaches him."
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And God answers the pagans, by saying that what the prophet know has been thought to him by god, that
way he accepted that the prophet had learned what he was saying but he also says that he was learning it
from God.

(30 oud dade* 540 (55 Y| s () (star/4-5)

"What he says, is nothing but a revelation that was revealed to him. It is one of the great powers that have
taught him. "

Some knowledge that are accessible to man are harmful to human therefore they are faulty and are not
recommended to be learned by humans. This shows that destructive and harmful knowledge is adventitious
and should be learned.

(Jolo odsdadr e 3351 Ly 330t @Udr Gebdad 15558 Gabliddl (505
> 4T G gladas ey Ssylas Se) Ls.)(Bagara/ 102)

"And they followed what the Shaitans chanted of sorcery in the reign of Suleiman, and Suleiman was not an
unbeliever, but the Shaitans disbelieved, they taught men sorcery and that was sent down to the two angels
at Babel, Harut and Marut, yet these two taught no man until they had said, "Surely we are only a trial,
therefore do not be a disbeliever." Even then men learned from these two, magic by which they might cause
a separation between a man and his wife; and they cannot hurt with it anyone except with Allah's permission,
and they learned what harmed them and did not profit them, and certainly they know that he who bought it
should have no share of good in the hereafter and evil was the price for which they sold their souls, had they
but known this."

The result of what we have just said is that the knowledge of all creatures that have the ability to learn
have external source to teach them or learn from it. That external source can be God, Satan, Angel, or other
sources for learning.

However, refinement is more the achievement of the will, intent, motive and internal efforts for Self-
restraint from abominations and obscenity. As it is said in some verses in Quran:

(Ls LS 4o adsl 23)(Shams/9)

"He will indeed be successful who purifies it"

(=55 G a8l 13)(aala/14)

"He indeed shall be successful who purifies himself*

(Lol S350 LSS (555 Gos) (Fater/ 18)

"And whoever purifies himself, he purifies himself only for (the good of) his own soul”

The goal of Islamic education and training is to build a Perfectionist human, society and civilization. Ideal
humanity is to conceive the rationality and grow Intellectual trends and spirit. So that's why in Quran
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education and Upbringing are used together. Sometimes it is emphasizes on education and sometimes it is
emphasizes on Upbringing.

((Lfadis oL peadaty SSL0T pgide olin ppie Yud) peasd a0l L)
her 35 (Bagaral 129)

"Lord! And raise up in them an Apostle from among them who shall recite to them Thy communications and
teach them the Book and the wisdom, and purify them; surely Thou art the Mighty, the Wise. "

2

And elsewhere says ( +5LoT peide o0dn paie Ve oYl b dao sddl aa
L300 Ul agadahs penS303) (jomaeh/ 2).

" He it is Who raised among the inhabitants of Mecca an Apostle from among themselves, who recites to
them His communications and purifies them, and teaches them the Book and the Wisdom, although they
were before certainly in clear error”

Allameh tabatabaii explains the two above verse:

"In jomeh verse Upbringing has come prior than education, because it is talking about upbringing and
educating the people by prophet that means wisdom is more important than knowledge. But in ebrahim verse
he is asking god to give knowledge and wisdom to his generation and race. In verse jomeh it is showing the
order of learning that is first to learn wisdom then you will reach the knowledge."(Tabatabaii, 19/265)
Whatever is the secret of which one of them is first or second is not important, what is very important is that
in Islam for having one of them you need to have the other as well. You cannot achieve knowledge and forget
wisdom or other way around. This kind of person in Islam is not a perfect human.

It is on such an approach that science and knowledge is not the basic and preface of training and
upbringing, they are requirements and demands of each other.

From this perspective, the objective scientific approach to encourage people to find ways to teach and
to learn can be achieved.

So all divine religions are based on education and training and have been initiated by education. With
all that we said in Islam the importance of reading and teaching is showed more than any other religion. With
all the value that Islam have for "1  ~w" the name of Allah, but god started his first words with the prophet
with the ordertoread "1 ;31 ". God did not command his messenger to: Say, listen, repeat, see, sense, or
..., but said: read. Then he speaks of training, creation, and humans.

(i *p381 &h55 1550 *ale (o oLyl Glsrgls il &) pbly 155
Mo al L glasyl ale *plalL, ale)(alagh/1-5) /

"Read in the name of your Lord Who created. He created man from a clot. Read and your Lord is Most
Honorable. Who taught (to write) with the pen. Taught man what he knew not. "

Because of the beginning like this reading has become the first duty. And there was no excuses left for not
learning and teaching, for learning new science and knowledge all boundaries should be removed.as the
prophet says" learn and achieve science and knowledge even if it is presented in the far part of the world."
And to remind man that no matter how much he studies and learns he still have not learned more than a drop
from the sea of knowledge.
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(Ll Y] pladl G ai sl Lag) (Asra'/ 85) "And they ask you about the soul. Say: The soul is
one of the commands of my Lord, and you are not given aught of knowledge but a little.

(fode ple s J_i G3-53) (Joseph / 76)" and above every one possessed of knowledge is the All-
knowing one. "

Although prophet mohammad (peace be upon him) had achived the highest knowledge form the god, but still
he was addressed to pray for more knowledge.

(Lade 535 &5 J5 3)(Taha/114)" O my Lord! Increase my knowledge. ".
And if it was other than this, he could have not become an ideal man for all mankind.

(piias bl jw e *odaiadl Gl i’i_’s;) (Yasin / 3-4)" Most surely you are one of the
apostles, on a right way."

The main factor that human community and evolved Muslims society can reach and receive the perfect
knowledge and science is based on freedom.

Freedom means releasing from all attachments that prevent us from thinking, making decisions and held us
from doing the work that we have aimed, intended and decided to do.

(0siB500 Y] @Y1y 4all &5 Lag) (zariyat / 56)" And | have not created the jinn and the
men except that they should serve Me."

(= PM_,_C o885 PEPRE S sddl LLY ;_,_x_n SPS-pey uﬁj_,_,_; u_u_n
olindhll pgd =t _)_i_u_ll o MLg_,_,ﬁ d“,u_u_, Aa Lo J_uf_mj OIM_,_H
U_M_HJ P_@_»_l_c SO LS Q_)\_H J')Lcﬁlj P_mj_m‘ P_;_x_c &‘a_)ﬁ ’u_)l_)_k_\l g;_@_&_l_c Pj_k_)j
g.z &J_ljl LR J_}_:l ‘54_l| _)A_x_ﬂ lﬁ_x_x_ﬂ 04y 04D O lﬁ_;_u
& a5 i1 (Aeraf [ 157) " Those who follow the Apostle-Prophet, the Ummi, whom they find written down
with them in the Taurat and the Injeel (who) enjoins them good and forbids them evil, and makes lawful to
them the good things and makes unlawful to them impure things, and removes from them their burden and
the shackles which were upon them; so (as for) those who believe in him and honor him and help him, and
follow the light which has been sent down with him, these it is that are the successful. "

Based on the pattern of behavior that is provided by these verse, educational and intellectual men and
society, will only obey and submission himself to God, He will not go after his ancestors and will not imitate
from them, he would free himself from the strings of Imitation, social and national illusions and Superstition
and sensual and erotic chains and threats.
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