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Abstract  

 
Migration is a phenomenon that has come to stay. It cuts across all nations in the world. People migrate for 
different purposes such as education, marriage, labour, job opportunity or employment and shelter for 
refugees. Migration occurs through various mediums which could be self, family members, friends, or other 
intermediaries such as brokers. This research applied the pure library-based research method to highlight the 
activities of brokers in migration in Asia and examine the ordeals of women victims in cross-border 
migration. It was discovered that activities of these illegal brokers, that is also known as syndicates, are not 
different from human trafficking. The women victims, whose desires are to change their status, soon got 
trapped in uncertainty with shattered dreams, hence the suggestion that Asian countries enter into bilateral 
agreement to enable favourable and a less strict migration procedures for their member states. In addition, 
the contracting states should enact strict legislation to curb syndicate marriage and check the accesses of 
these illegal brokers. 
 

Key words: migration, illegal brokers, syndicate marriages, cross-border marriages, trafficking 
 
 
1. Introduction 
 
Studies show an increasing number of women from under-developed South-Asia have migrated to 
the more developed Asian countries to upgrade their status and relieve their family from poverty 
through cross-border marriages. Cross-border marriage is thus a form of migration strategy for 
economic gain and a source of family support (Tsay. 2004; Constable, 2005). These women’s interest 
has been found to align itself with some government policies towards attracting cross-border 
marriages to salvage falling birth rate (Wang & Xiao, 2009; William, 2010). It has been argued that 
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migration sometimes attracts potential spouses overseas with high level of education (Celikaksoy, 
Nielsen & Verner, 2006; Hamel et al., 2012; Ersanilli & Charsely, 2019), though to less educated men 
(Charsley, 2013). Yet, when the marriage is closely considered, it is more of a sham, a syndicate 
arrangement than a realistic marriage that meant to last between the couples. This is because most of 
these marriages end up in divorce or separation on either mutual grounds, or fraud, or due to abuse 
or domestic violence (Kim et al., 2017; Kapur & Zajicek, 2018; Smith, 2019; Choi, Kim & Ryu, 2019). In 
this study, syndicate means illegal brokers and shall be used interchangeably to describe each other.  
Since mid-2000, border crossing has been reinforced and bribing border guards to smuggle in has 
become to some extent, impossible. Hence cross-border crossing became difficult with border 
restrictions (Abdallah, 2021), making others to seek alternatives by hiring smugglers or brokers to 
assist them in migrating. Most of these smugglers are foreigners who themselves were smuggled in 
and well versed with the system. However, they have chosen to use such experiences to turn 
themselves into brokers for interested persons seeking their assistance. It was found that some 
victims present themselves willingly to be trafficked so that they can migrate (Kook, 2018). Wide age 
gap between the couples is apparent in this type of marriage migration, all in a bid for the vulnerable 
women migrant to acquire legal status in destination country and for profit for the brokers (Guetto 
and Azzolini, 2015; Elwert, 2016; Balistreri et al., 2017). 

Syndicate marriage is the type of marriage conducted by certain individuals who do not have 
the authority to solemnize the marriage in accordance with the law. These marriages are usually held 
in secret, away from parents and guardians whose consent are required to validate the same (Saidon 
et al., 2015). The couples are then issued with fake marriage certificates as evidence of the marriage. 
These syndicate arrangements have different facets, either contracting a marriage between two locals, 
or a local and a foreigner or between two foreigners in a foreign country or destination country. 
However, the scope of this research is syndicate marriage in cross-border migration. Examination of 
ordeals of the children from this arrangement or that of the male spouse is outside the scope of this 
research as the study is restricted to the ordeals of the female victims alone. In doing so, the 
researchers reviewed literature, discussed the methodology, activities of both formal and informal 
brokers, ordeals of women victims, legal implications of sham marriages conducted by the brokers 
and offered some recommendations and conclusion. 
 
2. Literature Review 
 
2.1 Migration  
 
Migration involves movement of people from one place to the other, usually attributed to crossing-
border marriages. It may be long-term or short-term (King, 2012) and the idea behind migration is for 
permanent or temporary settlement depending on the purpose of migration (Skeldon, 2015). 
Migration occurs through various means which could be family, friends, self, or other intermediaries. 
These migration intermediaries (Eerbeek, 2019) include: migration industries (Salt & Stein, 1997; 
Gammeltoft Hansen & Nyberg Sorensen, 2013; Cranston et al., 2018), migration infrastructures (Xiang 
& Lindquist, 2014; Lin et al., 2017) and migration brokers (Lindquist, 2012; Lindquist et al., 2012; 
Mckeown, 2012; Cranston et al., 2018). However, the relationship between these terminologies used 
for migration intermediaries are that migration is an increasingly mediated process. In migration, 
many non-state actors are involved in the process such as brokers, illegal smugglers, family members, 
spouses, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), security firms and labour recruiters (Faist, 2014). 
Due to neoliberalism and new public management, states have decentralized a greater part of 
migration process to private organizations such as border control, migration detention, selection 
procedure, and visa application process. Finally, cheap migrant labour demand by employers led to 
temporary work scheme and circular migration (Eerbeek, 2019) in recent times. 

Previous studies on cross-border marriages have either discussed on the difficulties of cross-
border couples to obtain citizenship in the process of migration or barriers to integration and the like 
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(Constable, 2005; William, 2010). While others discussed on domestic violence and abuse faced by 
these cross-border wives (Kim et al., 2017; Kapur & Zajicek, 2018), some other studies have also 
addressed on activities of agencies in the migration process (Kyunghee, 2019) as well as the activities 
of NGO’s and other social groups in helping out migrants to adapt in their destination countries 
(Smith, 2019; Choi, Kim & Ryu, 2019). Yet studies on the ordeals of these immigrants that were either 
exploited or willingly taken to destination countries illegally by syndicates are lacking. The lack of 
studies has sparked interests to initiate this research to highlight the activities of syndicates and 
examine the ordeals of women victims. The study seeks to expose the hidden truth about this type of 
migration and reveal that they are the same with human trafficking, hence the need for urgent action 
by states at both local and international level to curb the menace. This is because most of the studies 
on illegal immigrants and the activities of syndicate have been on human trafficking (Ichuygu & 
Toktas, 2002) while cross-border marriages arranged by illegal brokers or brokerage industries are 
less discussed as they are rarely considered a problem in the migration process. It is also due to some 
states subletting their powers of border control, visa process and the likes to private organizations 
(Eerbeek, 2017). Unfortunately, when the entire process of these illegal migration by illegal brokerage 
is considered, it is no different from human trafficking because the consequence in the destination 
countries is somewhat similar. 
 
2.2 Brokerage (Brokers) 
 
The growing rate of cross-border marriages led to marriage brokers and matchmaking agencies to 
thrive recently. Brokers play a vital role in the process of migration. Stovel and Shaw (2012 p. 141) 
define brokerage as “the process of connecting actors in systems of social, economic, or political 
relations in order to facilitate access to valued resources.” These resources may be material or 
immaterial. This brokerage can facilitate social, political, and economic interactions and progress 
while at the same time worsen social inequalities through exploitation, abuse of power, pursuit of 
personal gains and corruption. Brokerage can involve the process of entry, settling down and other 
needs for migrants in destination country. Brokerage could be for labour migration (Abella, 2004; 
Kuptsch, 2006; Rodriguez, 2010; Martin, 2017), education migration (Thieme, 2017; Robinson-Pant & 
Magyar, 2018) and marriage migration (Constable, 2012; Chee, 2012; Belanger, 2016). Overall, 
brokerage can be formal or informal, legal or illegal. Many cross-border couples have been brought 
together by kingship and social networks as well as marriage brokers (Yang & Lu, 2010). A growing 
number of marriages have been facilitated by agencies called brokers (Schaeffer, 2013) and these 
international marriage brokers are accessed by individuals via internet, newspaper advertisement, 
traditional mail correspondence, or organized “matchmaking” tours (Constable 2003; Lu 2008). In 
brokerage for marriage, the broker in destination country will recruit men and the broker in source 
country will recruit women migrants. They will contact each other and provide avenues for both 
parties to meet and choose. This is usually done through a short visit (Kawaguchi & Lee, 2016). These 
brokers are said to serve as avenues for individuals to locate their match (Balistreri et al., 2017). 
However, this research will restrict itself to illegal migration by brokerage in marriage migration. 

Illegal migration or elicit smuggling has been argued to be due to tightening legal migration 
channels by receiving-countries (Abubaker, 2018). As such the only way potential migrants can enter 
other countries is through illegal border crossing usually with the help of third parties – brokers 
(Graycar, 2000; Salt, 2000; Ichuygu & Toktas, 2002). Illegal or elicit smuggling should not be mistaken 
as human trafficking even though both have to do with transportation of people from one place to 
another. This is because, while human trafficking is regarded as transportation of persons for 
purposes of exploitation, coercion, deception, or other illicit influence (Salt, 2000; Shelley, 2001; 
Tailby, 2001), human smuggling is associated more with illegal border crossing under the assistance 
of third parties – often brokers (Skeldon, 2000; Salt 2000; Shelley, 2001).   

Syndicates like human traffickers are prone to committing human rights violations such as rape, 
physical and mental abuse, starvation, abandonment and even death (IOM, 2000; Ibrahim, 2018). All 
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in a bid for brokers to make profit and secure migration for immigrant victims. Hence the words of 
Freeman (2011, p. 87) that cross-border marriage between South Korean and Korean Chinese brides 
from China is dominated by international marriage brokers operating a mixture of registered and 
unregistered matchmaking agencies mainly for profits. Indeed, such profits have been criticized to be 
a form of commercialization and commodification. It has been further argued that the process is not 
different from trafficking for sexual exploitation because the brokers catalogues are browsed to pick 
the choice bride, and a visit for final arrangement within a few days (Hughes, 2000; 2004). This is 
because potential men see these wives as commodities they purchase thereby rendering the brides, 
victims of sexual exploitation (Ibrahim, 2018; Kyunghee, 2019). 

Illegal brokers are now often visualized as a global business consisting a well-organized 
criminal, mafia-type formation involving countries of origin, transit, and destination countries. Their 
businesses thrive due to excessive demands of illegal entry challenges because of increasingly 
stringent entry controls and near impossibility of regular migration (Ichuygu & Toktas, 2002). 
However recently business has not been as good as it was because informal brokerage has taken over 
with well covered tracks from being caught (Abubaker, 2018; Ibrahim, 2018; Abdallah, 2021). 

Authors have asserted that some legislations have been the reason behind the stereotype 
towards brokers and victims of cross-border marriages. For instance, it was argued that the 
International Marriage Broker Regulation Act in the United States, oversimplified migrant women as 
potential victims of trafficking and justified anti-immigration legislations (Constable, 2012). These 
brokers form a large chain of agents who play different roles in the migration process, from 
matchmaking, to marriage registration, visa processing and settling down or integration in 
destination countries (Wang & Chang, 2009; Haisel, 2018). 
 
3. Methodology 
 
The library-based research method was employed to highlight the activities of brokers in cross-
border marriage migration and examine the ordeals of women victims in this migration pattern. The 
study found that there are formal and informal brokers in addition to the legal and illegal brokers. 
Nonetheless most of the activities of this syndicate, the illegal brokers to which this study is 
interested in, violate human rights. The violation exists because their activities are not different from 
human trafficking. The only difference is in the nomenclature and the fact that while human 
trafficking is internationally recognized as a criminal offence with sanctions, syndicate marriages are 
not. They are not considered a criminal offence and the fact that some countries have sublet their 
powers of border control to private organizations (Eerbeek, 2017). 
 
3.1 Activities of brokers 
 
3.1.1 Formal brokers 
 
Brokers contribute to settlements of escapees and formal brokers offer job opportunities especially in 
the domestic sphere to avoid surveillance from immigration authorities (Kyunghee, 2019). A broker 
has been argued not to be a fixed identity and must be considered in relation to power, time, 
location, and opportunity (Lundquist, Xiang and Yeoh, 2012). Brokerage consists of complex 
procedures of matchmaking, risk management (Luhmann, 1993; McKeown, 2012), negotiation of 
emotions and power between intending couples (Yeoh et al., 2017). Although from the process of the 
brokerage, especially the screening procedures intending brides go through such as body shape, age, 
educational qualification, skin colour, virginity test and health fitness, one would no doubt see 
discrimination in the entire process as their men counter parts do not undergo such procedures, yet 
the men are the ones eligible to buy these intending brides (Yeoh et al., 2017). These women are 
presented like commodities and though sometimes the procedures are genuine, the outcome of the 
futures of these migrant brides remains uncertain. These brokers have been found to make fake 
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identity document (ID) cards, fake marriage certificates, fake passports of country of origin or 
destination country, which greatly help migrants when moving out of destination country by ship or 
air (Alexander, 1997). The relationship between women migrants and brokers compared to their male 
counter parts were found to be different (Kyunghee, 2019). The difference is apparent because women 
are dependent on the brokers not only for migration but also for job opportunities and suitors for 
marriage purposes where those jobs are unavailable (Kyunghee, 2019). As such these brokers tend to 
find wide range connections amongst family members, religious leaders, and the locals who in turn 
are greatly involved in the brokerage (Kyunghee, 2019). For instance, it was observed that in Chinese 
Korean cross-border experiences, these women stay for a long time in the houses of the brokers until 
their opportunities set in. This depicts an informal arrangement. Thus, being an informal 
arrangement, besides being a lucrative criminal machine, job and marriage arrangements are also 
informal and most times sham (Kyunghee, 2019). Most of the marriages are usually on paper for the 
immigrant wives to prolong her stay in the destination country and sometimes used as avenues to 
obtain citizenship where the laws of the destination country are liberal (Ibrahim, 2018; Abubaker, 
2018). A recent study linked these sham marriages by illegal syndicates to human trafficking (Luong, 
2020). In Asia, it was found that most of the human trafficking activities have international brokers 
involved in foreign countries such as Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore (MPS, 2018, Abubaker, 
2018; Said et al, 2019). It is worth to note that their victims are majorly women and children from 
Vietnam, Bangladesh, Philippines. These women are lured into “marriages” through the “mail order 
brides” process (Hwang & Parrenas, 2018) or offered lucrative job with high payment but it was rather 
unfortunate that they are later forced into prostitution or forced labour or domestic servitude 
(Phuong, 2015; Nhien, 2016; Hoang et al., 2018, Ibrahim, 2018).  In Malaysia for instance, it was 
discovered that these illegal brokers contract syndicate marriages which are not in compliance with 
the requirements of a valid marriage either in the source country or in Malaysia the country of 
destination (Abdallah, 2021; Hak et al, 2017). Malaysia being a Muslim country, marriages for Muslims 
are guided by the Holy Quran and must be in line with the Islamic Family Law legislations of the 
various states (Said et al, 2019). The states’ enactment requires the consent of the Wali or known as 
legal guardian to conclude a valid marriage (Jamaluddin, 2021). It was also found that sometimes the 
difficulty of getting consent of the Wali has led many into sham marriages through the hands of 
illegal brokers (Salidon et al., 2015) which the government now is making efforts to investigate and 
prosecute (Abubaker, 2018; Abdallah, 2021). In a recent research, it was discovered that most of the 
brokers seem sincere and honest at the initial stage, an act that infiltered the trust of the victims.  
Regrettably, the brokers then sell these women for prostitution or to marriage brokers who arrange 
for forced marriages instead of getting them a job (Ibrahim, 2018). The sham marriages have been 
found to be a barrier to border control measures (Wemyss et al., 2018). These marriages have legal 
implications not only on the couples involved, but also the religious bodies and marriage registries 
that contract them. While trying to run away from surveillance, these cross-border wives had to 
remain in those marriages and endure all sorts of domestic violence and inhuman treatment because 
there is no place of escape (Smith, 2019). Also, due to language barriers, they are unable to spot bad 
omen in the discussions between their host brokers and their transferred brokers. As such, only a few 
have been able to escape from the marriage brokers in fierce situations (Kyunghee, 2019). 

Research found that there are times when the prospective foreign husbands had been tricked 
into paying hundreds of dollars to dishonest brokers as registration cost, initial fees, consultation, 
preliminary and the likes yet all they got were unsuccessful marriage arrangements. These men are 
unable to complain because complaining would mean admission of crime to defraud the immigration 
department (Mackellar, 2008). In Australia, it was argued that a woman’s long stay in a marriage is 
not a guarantee because immediately after she obtains permanent residency, she abandons the 
marriage (Mackellar, 2008). These brokers’ arrangements are risky due to mismatched expectations, 
hidden spousal flaws, failure to obtain valid documents, family clash with in-laws caused by language 
and culture barriers and divorce or separation (Constable, 2005; Yeoh et al., 2017). There is also the 
fear of the marriage being a sham or marriage of convenience for exploitation purposes of obtaining 
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citizenship by one partner. 
 
3.2 Informal brokers 
 
3.2.1 NGOs and Social networks 
 
Some NGOs and social networks assist migrants to migrate to better developed countries or countries 
with liberal government as a source of freedom. This is the case of North Korean NGOs who assist the 
North Koreans to escape from North Korea and China to South Korea, a more liberal country 
(Kyunghee, 2019). Some of the escapees explained that their lives are being threatened as they are 
treated as saboteurs. The NGOs also assist migrant women going through domestic violence and help 
them escape by providing various services from counselling to language teaching, pro bono legal 
services and shelter homes (Kapur, Zajicek & Gaber, 2015). 
 
3.2.2 Family members 
 
Sham marriages overseas are sometimes carried out by close family members. Usually with the 
consent of the migrant women involved. A research in Australia revealed that marriages leading to 
genuine Australian Permanent Residency (PR) are mostly sham marriages. In the case of Indonesians, 
the process is “brother/sister” marriage but for the Indians, it is the use of the “Indian rope trick” and 
in all these cases, they are never detected (Mackellar, 2008). In the Philippines, there exists the 
concept of “the mail ordered brides”. These sham marriages have been found to be a significant 
source of chain migration for migrants and a burden to receiving countries innocently.  As such, one 
would no doubt agree that there is a thin line between legal and illegal status.  It is a matter of time 
for the legal status to transform into illegal and vice versa. 
 
3.2.3 Places of worship (church or mosque) 
 
Places of worship like churches, mosque and temples have been found to be informal brokers for 
migrant women. These places of worship do not only serve in aiding to the migrant women in cross-
border marriages but also facilitating their marriages to locals as a way of protecting and safeguarding 
their interest in the destination countries (Kyunghee, 2019). This is because most of these women 
come in either as illegal migrants through illegal brokers, in which case they do not have shelters, or 
as cross-border wives who possess no valid or legal documents to secure their stay in the destination 
countries. It was found that in order to make their work effective on immigrant women, some NGOs 
had joint efforts with religious bodies to help immigrant women out of their unfortunate experiences 
(Kapur, Zajicek & Gaber, 2015). 
 
3.2.4 Shop owners (Grocery sellers) 
 
A study of Korean Chinese migrants proved that the network of brokerage, also include shop owners 
or groceries sellers. They are included because some of the respondents who had become helpless, 
hungry and at the verge of giving up life for starvation, were assisted by grocery shop owners, who 
did not only offer them food but transferred them to other brokers (Kyunghee, 2019). 
 
3.2.5 Drivers in transport systems 
 
It was found in China that even drivers and motorcyclist are involved in brokerage from the words of 
some of the respondents in a research on the Korea-China migration (Kyunghee, 2019). 
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3.2.6 Head of villages 
 
Village heads and leaders of various areas have been found to be mafias in brokerage. In Asia, they 
have been discovered to be highly involved in selling migrant women to interested husbands as 
commodities thereby fueling the ordeals of these migrant women through domestic violence 
(Kyunghee, 2019, Smith, 2018). 
 
3.3 Ordeals of women MIGRANTS   
 
3.3.1 Selling and reselling 
 
The migrant women are sold and resold by illegal brokers to fellow illegal or mafia brokers from the 
point of entry to destination countries. Even in the destination countries, their lives are not easy as 
these brokers continue to sell and resell the women once they no longer need them or enter into 
syndicate marriages or struggle to obtain valid documents on their own (Kyunghee, 2019). 
 
3.3.2 Forced and/or illegal marriage arrangements 
 
Migrants women life experiences in an empirical research, revealed that most of them are forced into 
syndicate marriages (Kyunghee, 2019). Only a few willingly enter into these marriages (Eerbeek, 2017) 
for shelter, food and life necessities or prolonging their stay in the destination country so as to get 
employed in the process and assist their relatives back in their country of origin. 
 
3.3.3 Prostitution 
 
Just like human traffickers’ traffic for sexual exploitations, those whom the illegal smugglers assisted 
to cross-borders but refused these syndicate marriages, are forced into prostitution for profit. It is 
plausible because mostly from the time they arrive the destination countries, they are kept in the 
houses of these brokers for weeks or even years before they finally get linked (Kyunghee, 2019). 
 
3.3.4 Starvation 
 
Research shown that most migrants that were smuggled in by illegal brokers and who have decided 
to make a better life or break free from the syndicates, experience starvation to death in some 
instances. These women are foreigners on a strange land, having nowhere to go and no one to turn 
to, they mostly stay on the streets and in the mountains, starving and running away from surveillance 
to avoid deportation (Kyunghee, 2019). 
 
3.3.5 Homelessness or always on the move 
 
Domestic violence (Mayock & Sheridan, 2012; Bretherton & Pleace, 2018), sexual victimization (Kay et 
al., 2019; Haile et al., 2020), poverty, violence in the community, loss of employment, loss of access to 
affordable housing, eviction, mental illness, drug abuse, history of childhood violence are causes of 
homelessness and unsafe spaces (Levin et al., 2004; Thomas, 2009; Duchesne, 2015; Andrade, 2018; 
Tracy, 2019). A study in Ethiopia found that factors of homelessness include migration, urbanization, 
abuse, escape from child and forced marriage, death, divorce or separation, abandonment, pregnancy 
outside wedlock and poor educational status (Edwards et al., 2015; Nathan & Fratkin, 2018; Ali, 2012; 
2014). It was found that some of these migrant women become homeless in the process of breaking 
away from the brokers that smuggle them into destination countries. As such, some respondents in a 
recent study by Kyunghee (2019), said they are constantly on the move, running from one mountain 
to the other and hiding both from their illegal brokers and surveillance of immigration officers. 
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3.3.6 Uncertainty of life 
 
Migration experience generally has negative impacts on the marital prospects of unmarried women 
(Nisrane et al., 2020; Ullah, 2013). Migration also affects immigrants’ integration into destination 
countries (Belanger & Rahman, 2013; Nisrane et al., 2020). In addition, research have shown that the 
psychological trauma of sexual violence experienced by women during migration, among the married 
or unmarried, affects reintegration in their country of origin (Ketema, 2014). There is no certainty as 
to whether they ever get jobs or are comfortable enough to discharge their duties as dutiful daughter 
(Straiton et al., 2019). As such, there is uncertainty for these migrant women in every area of their 
lives once they begin the migration journey. 
 
3.3.7 Domestic violence 
 
It was argued that violation of gender norms due to women’s migration experiences and threatened 
masculinity leads to conflict and domestic violence (Kifkeyesus, 2012). It was further found that the 
broker’s one way recruitment, financial powers of the will-be-husbands, the desire of the immigrant 
women to escape their poverty state in their country of origin, their illegal status and uncertainties 
about their lives render them vulnerable to abuse (Chun, 1996, Smith, 2019) and domestic violence. 
These immigrant women are both unable to report or escape domestic violence due to lack of money 
and their illegal status. As such, women continue to endure all sorts of maltreatment and inhuman 
treatments from both, their arranged husbands and the brokers to whom they would turn to for help 
(Yu & Chen, 2018). 
 
3.3.8 Legal implications of syndicate marriages 
 
Sham marriages conducted by syndicate are mostly invalid. They do not find validity in both the 
country of origin and the destination country because these marriages are not conducted in 
accordance with the legal requirements of a valid marriage in either countries. As such, those women 
become victims of illegal paper marriage. A recent investigation in Malaysia revealed that these 
women are brought into the country for prostitution and when arrested, elderly Malaysian men will 
come to bail them out as their wives and even present marriage certificates to that effect (Ibrahim, 
2018). Also, some of the marriages contracted by informal brokers such as “Indian rope stick”, “double 
banger” and “mail-ordered” brides also come with complications that affects the validity of an already 
existing marriage (Mackellar, 2008). For instance in the case of “the Indian rope stick”, an extended 
family member who already obtained his PR status, marry member of the extended family for the 
purpose of migrating every member of the family, and in the process it was found that some cut the 
chain soon after they fall in love with each other or have a child together during the two years waiting 
period before the PR and subsequent divorce (Mackellar, 2008). Their parents and other family 
members had to call the Australian Immigration to deport them for each to come back to their 
respective spouses and children. It can never happen because they were already legally married in 
Australia and now have a valid status with a PR. As such, India cannot prosecute them for an offence 
under affinity and consanguinity in Australia. The “double banger” is a situation where couples 
desiring to migrate, each marry a citizen of the destination country and they maintain three (3) 
marriages pending citizenship or PR status. Soon after obtaining citizenship or the PR status, they 
divorce their respective foreign partners and marry each other again in the destination country. They 
often hide their identities, hence detecting them becomes nearly impossible (Mackellar, 2008; 
Abubakar, 2018). Sometimes, one of the spouses of the first marriage soon find out that they prefer 
their foreign partner and refuse to go for divorce after obtaining citizenship. In such situations, the 
marriage in the destination country is valid so as the first marriage in the country of origin. However, 
the other spouse cannot sue for bigamy in the destination country as there is no record or evidence to 
prove that. Also, a recent investigation in Malaysia shows that these syndicates issue fake certificates 
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to the couples which is neither legally acceptable in Thailand nor in accordance with the Malaysian 
Islamic family law Malaysia (Ibrahim, 2018; Abdallah, 2021). These syndicates have been argued to 
create complications in marriages by enabling those not eligible to engage in polygamy to do so in 
Malaysia (Saidon et al., 2015). It is this invalidity that further exacerbates the women’s uncertainty in 
the destination countries and makes it difficult for them to escape all acts of domestic violence and 
abuse against them. 
 
4. Conclusion and Recommendations  
 
Based on the research conducted, there seems to be a thin line between trafficking and marriages by 
syndicates because both share similarities in certain aspects of their modus. Indeed the experiences of 
these women victims in both activities, are the same. These brokers have been found to cause direct 
and immediate harm to immigrant women involved. Many of them became vulnerable to all manner 
of abuses and left with uncertainties of life. Brokerage or smuggling promotes sexism, racism and 
economic subordination which increases abject poverty, breeds bad health conditions and 
encourages illiteracy. Thus, truncating and making it near impossible for the worlds pursuit of 
sustainable development goals (SDG) by 2030. 

There is a need for enactment of legislations to protect the interest of these illegal immigrant 
women who have been lured into destination countries for greener pastures but at the end caught in 
the web of trafficking.  It calls for a multicultural legal and policy framework in place to protect and 
respect the diverse experiences and interest of migrant women cut in the web of illegal syndicate 
marriages. 

On top of that, there is also the urgency for international treaties and policies to eliminate 
inequalities that disadvantage these immigrant women against their counterpart male customers, for 
instance by giving them equal rights and opportunities as they have been bought as wives.  Stringent 
laws should be enacted to criminalize illegal brokerage as this will help eliminate syndicate marriages 
and subsequent human trafficking. 
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