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Abstract 

 
In Nigeria and Republic of Benin borders, people move across the boundary without possessing all the necessary documents 
to back up their journey. It is on this premise that this study examines the salient factors responsible for movement of people 
across Nigeria - Republic of Benin borders. The study covers three local government areas in Ogun state sharing borders with 
Republic of Benin. The structured questionnaire was designed to elicit information from the head of household on their 
involvement in trans-border trading. Secondary data were obtained from the documentary sources. Descriptive and inferential 
statistics were employed to analyses the data. The finding revealed that people move freely across the borders to visit their 
friends, engage in social functions and involved in trans-border trading. The study concludes that the Nigerian government 
should regulate the custom duty imposed on goods imported into the country so as to normalize the differential in the price of 
goods. Besides, there is need to enlighten the communities border the rationale behind the possession of travelling document 
before crossing the international boundaries.  
 

Keyword: Development, Education, Border, Travel, Trading, Visa. 
 

 
1. Introduction 
 
Movement of people across the international boundaries is a universal phenomenon. This kind of movement can be legal 
or illegal depending on the circumstances warranting such type of trip. When a national or foreigner passes across an 
international boundary without having the entire necessary document that back up his trip such movement is regarded as 
illegal and unconstitutional. In traditional African communities, people see themselves as one. They commute from one 
community to another to visit their relatives, engage in business transactions, social trips and for safety during political 
unrest in their home towns. In modern African societies, the political border imposed by the colonial imperialist has 
created impediments toward free movement of people across the international boundaries and consequently discouraged 
their relationship with the neighboring countries. This problem has not been properly addressed by some of the 
researchers on trans-border movement which gives room to smuggling, human trafficking, and stealing, violence and 
other social vices among the communities’ borders (Paul, 2002). 

 Studies have shown that socio-economic characteristics of households determine to a greater extent their 
involvement in cross- border movement. A study carried out in 1991 by International Labour Organization in Sub- 
Saharan Africa affirms that informal trading constitutes the major source of income for women and serves as means of 
their financing themselves as well as their wards as the situation demands (ILO, 1991). Similarly, in southern African 
communities, the number of women participating in informal cross-border trading has increased tremendously and 
constitutes between 70-80 percent (Makombe, 2011). 

It is worrisome to see that many border officers in African countries even encourage illegal trading across the 
international boundaries. On several occasions, they collect bribes from traders and exploit their ignorance to harass 
women during their transits (Makombe, 2011). At this juncture, one would find it difficult to say precisely whether it is 
economic, social or political factor that is responsible for illegal trading across the international boundaries in African 
countries. It is on these premises that this study examines the principal factors responsible for illegal trading across the 
international boundaries between Republic of Benin and Nigeria in Ogun State, Nigeria so as to proffer solution to the 
menace of illegal trading in African countries. 
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2. Study Area 
 
The study area covers three local government areas in Ogun state. These are Ipokia, Yewa North and Imeko / Afon. One 
community that shares boundaries with the neighboring country is randomly selected from each local government 
mentioned above. The major occupation of the people in these communities is arable farming. They cultivate cassava 
and maize. Also fishing is practiced on Yewa River by some inhabitants of the area to supplement their food crops. The 
land in these areas is not suitable for cultivation of cash crops like cocoa, rubber, citrus and many economic crops. The 
stipend earned from farming activities has led the youths to look elsewhere for survival, hence they resorted to illegal 
businesses like smuggling of rice, used tires, cloths, shoes, jewelries, tinned tomatoes, alcoholic drinks and automobiles. 

The transport infrastructure in these communities is extremely poor. The principal means of transport in the area 
are motorcycles and bicycles. The presence of governments on regional development at local, state and federal levels is 
rarely felt due to low population density. The thinking of governments on development of border communities is that it is a 
target for destruction during the time of international war. The Bakassi Peninsula problem that led to some military 
skirmishes before it was eventually settled at the international level is a typical example. The educational facilities in the 
areas are not evenly distributed. Many of the secondary school pupils travel long distances to have access to education, 
while the commuting radius of primary school pupils is shorter in the area. The people in these communities are less 
accessible to the health facilities. The inadequate access to the social facilities in these areas has aggravated the poverty 
condition of the people and consequently encourages many of the inhabitants of the areas to travel out of the region. 
Many petrol stations located in these areas are serving as avenue for transporting petroleum products to the Republic of 
Benin. It is sometimes difficult to distinguish between the people of Nigeria from those of Republic of Benin due to 
similarity in culture, languages, mode of dressing and social interaction. The Yoruba people of the study area are related 
by birth historically. It was the arbitrary partitioning of Africa in general that led to the separation of kits and kins from one 
another. This is why we have the Katus, Sabes and Popos who are the children of Oduduwa the fore father of the Yoruba 
of the western part of Nigeria in the Republic of Benin. Any social function in the area of study always influences the 
areas that are very close to the Republic of Benin because of their interaction with their relatives.  
 
3. Methodology  
 
The study covers three local government areas in Ogun state which, share borders with Republic of Benin. These are 
Ipokia, Yewa North and Imeko / Afon. One community each is randomly selected in the three local government areas. 
Primary and secondary sources of data are used for the study. In the primary data employed, the structured 
questionnaire are designed to elicit information from the head of household on their involvement in trans border- trading 
particularly with regards to possession of travel document, sex, income, reasons for movement and strategies adopted 
during trips In each of the settlement selected for study, a systematic random sampling technique is employed to select 
the respondent on the principle of one in every five buildings. In case of many households in a residential building, only 
one household was selected for questionnaire administration. In all, an average of one hundred and twenty 
questionnaires is gathered for the analysis and data presentation. Secondary data are obtained from the documentary 
sources. Descriptive and inferential statistics are employed to analyze the data. 
 
4. Results and Discussion 
 
Generally, in African countries and most especially in Nigeria, very few people are engaged in the formal section of the 
economy. A critical examination of the occupational profile of the respondents in Table 1 reveals that 10.5% of the 
respondents indicated that they are public servants. Approximately 38.9% of the respondents claimed that their primary 
occupation is artisanship, another 21.1% of the respondents interacted with indicated that they are traders and another 
22.2% of the respondents indicated that they engaged in trading activities , while 15.8% and 7.4% are farmers and 
transport operators, respectively. It is pertinent to note that more than 60% of the respondents interacted with who are in 
the informal sector of the economy claimed that they engaged in trans- border trading to supplement their meager 
income from their primary occupation.  
 
Table 1: Occupation Profile of Respondents in Communities Border in Nigeria 
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Source: Author’s Field Work, 2012 
 
4.1 Household Income of the Respondents 
 
In some of the developing countries of the world, the level of poverty is very high, most especially in Nigeria where more 
than 80% could hardly eat two meals per day. The situation is endemic in the border communities between Nigeria – 
Benin Republic. For instance, Table 2 shows that an overwhelming (79 %) of the inhabitants of border communities in 
Nigeria earn less than N40, 000 per month. This is an indication of a high level of poverty, particularly in Nigeria where 
the average household size is between 4 and 5 people (NPC, 2006). This shows that an individual cannot spend an 
average of $1.25 per day as specified by the United Nation for an ideal living standard (World Bank, 2008). Obviously, 
this observation could be justified on the ground that non- propulsive industry that can generate employment 
opportunities for the youth in the region is established. As a matter of fact, non- government developmental strategies to 
enhance regional development could hardly be felt and this might be largely responsible for many of the inhabitants of 
the area engaging in trans- border trading to earn their livelihood. Further analysis reveals that 13.6% and 7.4% of the 
respondents claimed that they earn between #41,000 - #80,000 and above #81,000. These latter categories of the 
people were most likely to be the public servants (primary school teachers and nurses in government clinics) and 
business men in the region.  
 
Table 2: Household Monthly Income in the Border Communities in Nigeria 

 
Source: Author’s Field Work, 2012 
 
4.2 Gender of the Trans-border Traders 
 
At the global level there is gender disparity in the number of people involved in trans- border trading. The situation in 
African countries is more pronounced due to the fact that women are less employed in the wage paying work. Table 3 
reveals that 51.6% of the respondents are women who claim that they engage in trading activities across the 
international boundary while 48.4% of men indicate that they participate in trans- border trading to supplement the 
income earning from the farming activities in the study area.  
 
Table 3: Gender Participation on Trans border trading 
 

 
Source: Author’s Field Work, 2013 
 
4.3 Educational Profile of Respondents 
 
As a matter of fact, movement across the international boundaries for either business transaction or social trips is 
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entertained globally but it becomes illegal when the traveler does not have the entire necessary documents for such trip. 
Many Nigerians do not possess this legal document for a number of reasons which include the level of illiteracy, 
awareness and corruption. Table 4 reveals that 33.7% of the people who claimed that they engaged in trans-border 
trading do not have formal education. Approximately 35.8% of the respondents have primary education. A significant 
proportion of the respondents (21.1%) claim that they have secondary education.  
The result of this analysis actually buttresses the reasons why the majority of the respondents do not bother to have 
travelling documents before engaging in trans- border trading. 
 
Table 4: Educational Background of the Respondents in Nigeria Border Communities 
 

 
Source: Author’s Field Work, 2012 
 
4.4 Possession of International Passport 
 
The poor awareness of the relevance of the possession of international passport by many Nigerians who engage in the 
trading activities’ across the international boundaries expose some of them to ridicule, harassment and extortion by the 
law enforcement agents (border officers) who take the undue advantage to terrorize the travellers. In fact, the result of 
the analysis on Table 5 indicates that 95.8% of the respondents who claimed that they engage in trans- border trading do 
not possess international passport while 4.2% of the respondents indicated that they have all necessary document before 
crossing border to engage in their transaction. The result of this observation shows that many of the traders engage in 
trans- border trading at Nigerian - Republic of Benin border do not possess valid travelling documents as prescribed by 
the law.  
 
Table 5: Possession of International Passport by Traders across International Boundaries 
 

 
Source: Author’s Field Work, 2012 
 
4.5 Methods of Movement across the International Boundary in Nigeria-Republic of Benin  
 
The non-possession of the entire necessary document before crossing international border to engage in trading activities 
was engendered by border officers who usually shows attitude of indifference after collecting bribe from the travelers. 
Sometimes, the border communities in Nigeria are more less open markets where the officers at the borders negotiate 
with the travellers the amount of money to be paid before crossing the international boundary to other countries for their 
business transactions. The result of the analysis on table 6 reveals that 69.5% of the respondents who engage in trans- 
border trading in border communities in Nigeria pass through unmanned borders because there are some jungles 
between Nigeria and Federal Republic of Benin where people can move freely to transact their illegal business. Another 
20% of the travelers claim that they move across the borders with the aid of security personnel who turned themselves to 
errand officers because of what they intend to benefit from the unscrupulous elements who decide to engage in illegal 
trading across the international boundaries. Similarly, another 10.6% of the respondent indicate that they pay their way 
through the border either because they are well known to them or after tipping the officers at the border. This study 
therefore affirms that the level of corruption in Nigeria and other African countries is so enormous to the extent that it has 
negative multiplier effects on the economy of their respective countries. In African countries most especially in Nigeria, it 
is extremely difficult to know the accurate volume of goods exported or imported into a country due to large number of 
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illegal goods moving across the international boundary.  
 
Table 6: Methods of Movement across the International Boundaries in Nigeria 
 

 
Source: Author’s Field Work, 2012 
 
4.6 Modal Choice across the International Border in Nigeria 
 
Different modes of transport are open to travelers who move across the international border to engage in business 
transaction. These include, foot, para-transit mode, personal vehicles and aircraft / airplane. However, the circumstances 
surrounding the types of movement will invariably determine the modal choice of the commuters in Nigeria-Benin 
Republic borders. Table 7 reveals that 75% of the traders who passed through unmanned borders claimed that they 
commute on foot along the jungles to the Republic of Benin. It is interesting to note that many of these traders claimed 
that they head load the articles or goods along the jungle. No wonder many of them complained of tiredness, headache, 
back pain and general weakness of body because of the heavy loads they carry on their transits. 

 Further analysis reveals that many of the traders who move across the jungles which are mostly untarred roads 
claimed that they depend on unreliable motorcycles to convey their goods, while some of the traders claimed that they 
occasionally arranged with motor dealers who smuggled fairly used vehicles into the country. Approximately 22.2% of the 
travelers who trek across the international boundary with the aid of border officers indicated that they depend on para 
transit mode to travel to the Benin Republic to transact their business immediately they move across the international 
boundary. An insignificant proportion (2.8%) of the trans border traders claimed that they used heavy duty freight vehicle 
to transport their goods across the Nigeria-Benin border. The last category of these travelers claimed that apart from 
paying the custom duty for the goods purchased from the Benin Republic, they also have all necessary documents that 
back up their trips.  

 
Table 7: Modal Choice consideration Across International Boundaries in Nigeria 
 

 
Source: Author’ Field Work, 2012 
 
4.7 Articles Purchases across International Boundaries  
 
African countries are generally the primary producers of agricultural goods and rely on the developed countries for 
manufactured goods such as automobile, electronics, drugs and many other highly sophisticated goods that require high 
technological development. It is embarrassing and highly disheartening to see that many Nigerians are still involved in 
smuggling of consumable goods produced in Benin Republic into the country. Table 8 reveals that 31.6% of the illegal 
articles brought to the country are household provisions. Approximately 35.8% are mainly textiles materials, while 21.1% 
of the goods are raw foods such as rice, frozen foods (fish and turkey), fruits and beverages as well as powdered milks. 
Many of the traders interacted with claim that the price of goods smuggled into the country are relatively cheaper 
compared to those found in Nigeria due to the high import duties and difference in exchange rates. As a matter of fact, it 
is glaring from the above observation that the poor implementation policy on international trade that make the price of 
goods in Nigeria relatively higher than that of Republic of Benin and other African countries has encouraged the 
smuggling of goods into the country. To confirm this observation, Table 8 further reveals that 11.5% of the respondents 
claim that they smuggled automobiles into the country. 
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Table 8: Articles purchases across International Boundaries 
 

 
Source: Author’s Field Work, 2012 
 
4.8 Patterns of Development in Border Communities in Nigeria 
 
Development does not occur simultaneously at the same place, it has to start from somewhere and spread to other 
places gradually ( Darwent, 1969). No wonder some of the consumable goods such as soft drinks, biscuits, soaps, textile 
materials produced hundreds of kilometres are still found in the border communities in Nigeria, although, the impact is 
still small and hardly contributes to the level of development in the region. For security reasons, no government or 
individual is willing to invest in the border communities because of war.  

Although, the three tiers of governments in Nigeria have provided some of the infrastructural facilities (electricity, 
water and health facilities and schools) to improve the quality of life of their citizenry in the country, the inhabitants of the 
border communities in Nigeria still benefit a lot from facilities. A critical assessment of the one of basic necessity of life 
water, in some of the communities along the borders shows that the level of development in the region is still low. For 
instance, Table 9 reveals that 5.3% of the respondents depend on stream water, while 49.5% rely on well water, another 
28.4% claim that they depend on borehole. In all, approximately 83.2% of these people depend on untreated water which 
is not safe for drinking. The remaining 16.8% of the inhabitants claim that they have access to pipe-borne water and in 
most cases they are likely to be susceptible to water-borne diseases. 
 
Table 9: Sources of Water  
 

 
Source: Author’s Field Work, 2012 
 
4.9 Educational Facilities 
 
The distribution patterns of educational institutions in border communities in Nigeria also affirm that the level of 
development is equally low. There is no tertiary institution in the border communities in Nigeria. Many of the children 
claimed that they commute a considerable distance before they could attend secondary education in the region. For 
instance, Table 10 reveals that 74.9% of pupils indicate that they travel less than 1km to school, another 17.9% of the 
pupils travel between 1 and 5kms for the same purpose. Approximately 7.3% of the students commute more than 5kms 
to schools. Some of the parents who send their wards to secondary schools located farther away from their villages 
express dissatisfaction about the school attendance of their children. The distance of the border communities in Nigeria 
to the higher institutions of learning is worrisome as there is neither privately owned nor public higher institution of 
learning in the region. The only one tertiary institution that is closer to the border communities in Nigeria- Benin Republic 
border is Federal Polytechnic Ilaro which is more than 10 kilometres away from border settlements. 
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 Table 10: Distance Travel to Education Facilities in Border Communities in Nigeria 
 

 
Source: Author’s Field Work, 2012  
 
4.10 Health Facilities in Border Communities in Nigeria 
 
The provision of health facilities for the inhabitants of community’s border is another major concern for all stakeholders in 
the country. There is no specialist hospital in the border communities in Nigeria. Even where it exits, it is managed by an 
individual who charges exorbitant fees on the patients. Table 11 reveals that 72.6% of the inhabitants at the border 
communities travel for less than 2km to attend health care providers in the area. Only less than 8.5% travel for more than 
6kms for the same purpose.  
 
Table 11: Distance from Residence to Heath Facilities in Border Communities in Nigeria 
 

 
Source: Author’s Field Survey, 2012 
 
 
4.11 Factor Analysis 
 
Obviously, many factors are responsible for trans-border movement and these ranges from demographic factors to 
political and the patterns of development of the areas. The factor analysis has been employed to determine the principal 
explanatory variable that influences the pattern of movement across the international boundaries. The result of the 
analysis on Table 12 reveals that six factors whose Eigen value is greater than one accounts for about 60.8% of the total 
variance. Table 11 reveals that the variables loaded on factor 1 are travel characteristics such as (Distance travel = 0.77 
and Modal Choice =0. 67). This accounts for about 13.58% of the total variance. This could be attributed to the fact that 
many of the communities along the borders in Nigeria are connected with jungles which makes it easy for travellers to 
move to the neighbouring country without necessarily passing the border officers. Similarly, the second factor which has 
11.63% of the total variance equally have their variables loaded on transport patterns (Distance secondary school = 0.70 
and Distance to Primary school = 0.69). Factor 3 accounts for 9.63% of the total variance of the factor responsible for 
trans-border trading along Nigeria- Republic of Benin. The variable loaded on factor 3 are household or demographic 
characteristics (Gender = 0.67 and Household size = 0.53). The study affirms that the gender characteristics of the 
sampled populations determines to the greater extent the category of people involved in trans- border trading. The 
number of people in the household also affects the volume of the people moving across the border. Factor 3 has a 
negative value on (Education level= - 0. 64 and monthly = - 0.22) variables loaded as parts of the factors affecting trans-
border trading and this accounts for 9.06% of the total variance. On the other hand, factor 4 accounts for 8.24% of the 
total variance of the factor influencing trans-border trading in the study area. The occupation of the household is the 
major component matrix of variables loaded on factor 4 (Occupation = 0.54). An examination of Figure 2 shows that the 
screen plot is sharper at point four which is an indication that these four factors earlier discussed are the prominent 
factors affecting trans-border trading in the study area. Table 12 reveals that other two factors which influence trans-
border trading are equally demographic characteristics and households travel patterns which accounts for 8.50% and 
8.19% of variance respectively. Similarly, variables loaded on component matrix are Marital Status (0.51) and Distance 
Travel to tertiary institution (0.57) respectively. 
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Table 12: Results of Factor Analysis on Reasons for Engaging in Trading Activities across the International Boundary.  

 
Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis. 

Source: Author’s Computation  
 

a. Only cases for which Do you engage in cross border movement = Yes are used in the analysis phase. 
  
Figure 2: The Screen Plot of Factor Analysis 

 
 
Table 13: Results of Component Matrix on trans border trading 

 
Extraction Method: Principal Component Analysis  

 
Source: Author’s Computation 
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5. Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
This paper assesses the movement of people across the international boundary in Nigeria – Republic of Benin borders. 
The study has demonstrated that people in African communities sees themselves as one and movements across the 
international boundaries within African countries should not be strictly restricted because such boundaries were imposed 
by colonial masters. There is free movement of people across the international boundary to visit their relatives and 
engage in trading activities. Many of the respondents are of the opinion that the price of goods is relatively cheaper at the 
Republic of Benin compared to Nigeria. The result of analysis further reveals that the Nigeria borders at Idi-iroko, Beebe, 
Ohunbe and masny others at Ogun state in Nigeria are too porous to the extent that people move across the 
international boundary at will after paying their way to border officers. This paper advocates that community’s border 
should be enlightened on the rationale behind the possession of the entire necessary document before moving across 
the international boundary. The price of automobiles and many other consumable goods smuggled into Nigeria by the 
itinerant traders / smugglers should not be higher than that of Republic of Benin. 
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